
APA SUSTAINABLE 
COMMUNITIES 
DIVISION

DIVISION OVERVIEW AND 
OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED
FEBRUARY 15, 2017



Thank you to the 2016-2017
Sustainable Communities Division Sponsors!



The APA Sustainable 

Communities Division 

supports planners who 

are committed to 

planning for sustainable 

communities by 

integrating all aspects 

of sustainability into our 

work through the 

combined economic, 

social, and ecological 

factors that 

shape our communities.
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Division Overview 

• Four years old

• Sixth largest Division in APA

• Approximately 600 members

• Division Council Annual Awards 
Winner

• 2015 APA Divisions Council 
Achievement Award (E-bulletin)

• 2015 APA Division Council Branding 
Excellence Award

• 2016 APA Division Council Best 
Practice Award (Sustainability 
Champions)



Division Organization

Three Elected Members of the 
Executive Committee

• Chair

• Secretary-Treasurer

• Past Chair or Past Secretary-
Treasurer (switches each year)

Committees (each with a lead and 
group of volunteers)

• Communications (social media, 
website, e-bulletin, newsletter)

• Leadership and Policy 
(Champions, APA initiatives)

• Education and Practice 
(webinars, awards)

• National Planning Conference 
Coordinator (NEW!)



Division 
Communications

E-Bulletin: 

1,800 recipients bi-weekly

Newsletter:

Received by all members (600+)

Social Media: 

 1160 likes on Facebook,

 5650 LinkedIn members,

 1,770 Twitter followers.

Website: 

planning.org/divisions/sustainable

Blog:

sustainableplanning.net



Division 
Initiatives 
and Projects

• Sustainability 
Champions

• Awards for 
Excellence in 
Sustainability

• Student Essay 
Contest

• Webinars

• Smart Cities

• Sustainability 
Framework

2016 Awards for Excellence in Sustainability

Special Event at 2016 Conference



Champions

• Pilot initiative 
2015-16

• 13 Champions in 
12 states

• Outreach, 
education, 
networking

• Join us - We’re 
ready to expand!

• Connect
apascd.wordpress.com 
anne.miller@state.co.us  

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES DIVISION
2016 APA Division Council Best Practice Award



Champions

• Kentucky

120 counties 

25% with 

planning

• 2015

three presentations 

at state 

conferences

• 2016 

panel discussion in 

Phoenix

• 2017 
presentation 
community 
benchmarking



E-Bulletin

• Looking for new 
coordinator

• Time commitment 
of about 6 hours 
per month (three 
per bi-weekly 
bulletin)

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES DIVISION



E-Bulletin

• Monitor email 
notices, social 
media, etc
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E-Bulletin

• Monitor email 
notices, social 
media, etc

• Review content 
received 
directly

• Gather info. 
from social 
media feeds

• Compile 
sections
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E-Bulletin

• Monitor email 
notices, social 
media, etc

• Review content 
received directly

• Gather info. 
from social 
media feeds

• Compile sections

• Update Google 
calendar
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E-Bulletin

• Monitor email 
notices, social 
media, etc

• Review content 
received directly

• Gather info. 
from social 
media feeds

• Compile sections

• Update Google 
calendar

• Proofread
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Questions, or interested in helping?

Contact apascd@gmail.com 



Why 
Volunteer?

• Expand your 
professional 
network

• Contribute to 
knowledge 
about best 
practices

• Work with 
national 
leaders

• Build your 
resume

• Fun!



SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES DIVISION

Division Volunteer 
Opportunities

• Awards for Excellence 
in Sustainability 
Assistance

• NPC Conference 
Coordinator

• Sustainability 
Champions program

• E-bulletin Coordinator

• Website 
Sustainability 
Resources Manager

• Webinars

• Election Committee

• Original material for 
blog, newsletter, etc

• Other ideas?

2016  Conference Reception



Questions? 
Please share them via the chat box.

Contact information

Website: planning.org/divisions/sustainable

Blog: www.sustainableplanning.net

LinkedIn: APA Sustainable Communities Division

Facebook/Twitter: APASCD

Scott Turner, Division Chair: APASCD@gmail.com


